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Return to In-Person 
Learning 

 

   

#IMATTERATDSBN #IMHEREVALLEYWAY #VWPROUD 

Welcome back! We hope that this information package finds you and your 
family healthy and safe.  We are so excited to be returning to in-person learning 
on February 8, 2021. 

Thank you again to our families that worked together to support and continue 
our learning remotely.  Our parents are rock stars in supporting our Vipers as 
they navigated the remote, virtual learning platforms.  I would also like to thank 
our amazing teaching staff for all of their work in gathering resources, exploring 
new digital resources, and connecting with families during this time.  Our 
caretaking staff have completed a very thorough clean of our building and it is 
ready to be filled with the sound of our Viper voices once again. 

I would like to remind everyone that our protocols that have been in place since 
September continue to be in place with some enhancements. If you need a 
refresher, please review our September newsletter, noting that our mask 
protocol has been updated as per Ministry and Public Health guidelines. 

On behalf of our entire staff, we are so excited to welcome our Vipers back to in 
person learning and seeing everyone soon! 

PROTOCOL REMINDERS 

As we welcome our students and families back, this is a great opportunity to 
review the protocols that remain in place.  Masks for staff and students in 
Grades 1-8 are required.  Kindergarten students are encouraged to wear a mask, 
but they are not required to based on the Ministry of Education and Niagara 
Public Health recommendations.  We have masks for students who don’t 

have one or who have lost or damaged theirs.  We will continue to maintain 
our physical distancing protocols and handwashing and sanitizing routines.  We 
also need to ensure all families are actively screening your children and ensuring 
anyone with symptoms stays home.  These protocols are in place to ensure the 
safety of our school community and we thank you for following these protocols 
and reminding your child about them as well. 

 

 

 

ONLINE RESOURCE LINKS 

Daily COVID-19 Family Screening Tool 

DSBN Covid-19 Information 

Tips for Helping Kids Wear Masks 

September newsletter (protocol reminders) 

SafeArrival – reporting absences 

NSTS Transportation Cancellations 

DSBN Kindergarten Registration 

French Immersion Registration Begins 

DSBN Academy Online Applications 

 

RETURN OF DEVICES 

 

Did you borrow a Chromebook during the 
remoting period in January? We will be 
asking for you to return the technology to 
Valley Way as soon as possible.  Parents 
may return the device to Ms. Mahoney at 
the front office, or your child may return the 
device to their teacher.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

mailto:vwy@dsbn.org
mailto:valleyway@dsbn.org
https://valleyway.dsbn.org/documents/VWSept2020_000.pdf
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context
https://dsbn.org/covid-19-information
https://dsbn.org/covid-19-information
https://med.umich.edu/mott/thrive/tips-for-helping-kids-wear-masks
https://valleyway.dsbn.org/documents/VWSept2020_000.pdf
https://dsbn.org/safearrival/
https://portal.nsts.ca/Cancellations.aspx
https://www.dsbn.org/earlylearners/kickstart/home
https://dacapplication.dsbn.org/
https://dacapplication.dsbn.org/
https://dacapplication.dsbn.org/
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IMPORTANT UPDATE TO MASK PROTOCOL 

Children in Kindergarten are encouraged to wear a mask, but they are not required to based on the Ministry of Education and Niagara 
Public Health recommendations.  Children in Grades 1-3 will now be wearing masks in class and on the bus, just like their peers in 
Grades 4-8. We have masks for students who don’t have one or who have lost or damaged theirs.  When playing outside at fitness 
breaks, students will wear their masks.  Teachers will plan for masking breaks when physical distancing can be ensured outside. 

We encourage families to send their child with more than one mask.  That way if your child’s mask gets dirty or wet from being outside, 
they will have another one to replace it.  Students are also encouraged to bring a container to put their mask in when they are eating 
lunch.  It they put their mask in a container with a lid and it falls on the floor, the mask is still clean and able to be used.  The container 
should go back and forth with your child to school so that it, along with the masks, can be washed regularly.  Another suggestion would 
be to send your child with a Ziploc bag to put the mask in.  If your child does not bring either of these, they will be provided a napkin or 
paper towel to put their mask on while eating. 

SUPPORTING MASK USE IN YOUNGER GRADES 

In preparing for our revised mask guidelines and having our students in Grades 1-3 wearing mask, you may want to consider some of these 
suggestions provided to us by Niagara Regions Public Health: 

• Be a mask role model by wearing a mask yourself as this will normalize mask-wearing  

• show your child how to put a mask on their stuffed animal or doll 

• look in the mirror while putting on or wearing the mask 

• decorate the mask so it’s personalized or fun 

• show pictures of other kids wearing masks 

• practice wearing it in the house before going out in public with it on 
 
Also, you may choose to watch the following video with your child to help normalize wearing the mask at school (Back to School With Elmo) and 
check out this poster with Tips for Helping Kids Wear Masks. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=TdyeOZVNnrg
https://med.umich.edu/mott/thrive/tips-for-helping-kids-wear-masks
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PARENT ACCESS TO THE SCHOOL 

One of our goals is to maintain a school environment that minimizes the number of potential contacts for students and staff. For that 
reason, parents should not enter the school. Pick-up and drop-off of students can only happen outside of the school. You can continue 
to drop off or pick up items for your child with Ms. Mahoney at the office.  Parents will not have access to classrooms and unscheduled 
visits are not permitted.  We thank you for cooperating with our protocols to keep all members of our school community safe. 

PARENT’S ROLE IN KEEPING SCHOOLS SAFE 

Everyone has a role to play in keeping families safe and reduce the spread of COVID-19. It is the responsibility of parents and caregivers 
to assess their children on a daily basis before sending them to school. We ask parents to use this link: Ontario Ministry of Education 
Covid-19 School and Childcare Screening Tool to screen their child(ren) daily. The screening tool will provide direction and information 
to determine if students should attend school, remain home, or seek medical advice. Additionally, parents must have a person 
available to pick up their child right away, should they become sick during school.  We thank our parents for being diligent with 
following the screening guidelines and being available to pick up your child when needed! 

TRANSPORTATION REMINDERS 
 
Transportation will resume on Monday, February 8. If your child qualifies for busing, go to www.nsts.ca for procedures and health and 
safety guidelines. Transportation routes in the Parent Portal on Thursday, February 4 will be effective on Monday, February 8, 2021. 
Parents are encouraged to check transportation times in the parent portal to prepare for returning to in-person learning. Niagara 
Student Transportation Services is following Ministry of Education protocols for transportation, which includes some additional health 
and safety measures moving forward.  Students in Grade 1 to 12 are required to wear face masks on the bus, and at the bus stop where 
physical distancing cannot be maintained. Masking is strongly encouraged for Kindergarten students.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 
 
There are times in Niagara when weather conditions are so poor that we must cancel student transportation, and/or close schools to 
preserve the safety of students and staff.  
 
The decision to cancel transportation and/or close schools is not taken lightly; a variety of factors are considered when making this 
choice. To learn more about how these decisions are made, please go to https://www.dsbn.org/inclementweather. 
 
Transportation Cancellations: 
Information about transportation delays and cancellations are posted to https://portal.nsts.ca/Cancellations.aspx. When transportation 
is cancelled, information is shared before 6:00 am on the day of the cancellation. There are times when transportation is cancelled, but 
schools remain open. If, on those days you feel it is best for your child to stay home, please report your child’s absence 
https://dsbn.org/safearrival/ so we can make sure they are safe at home.  
 
School Closures: 
When the decision to close schools is made, it refers to all schools: both in-person and virtual schools. School closure information is 
shared before 6:00 am on the day of the school closure. You will find it on dsbn.org, all school websites, DSBN social media, and local 
media share the news widely as well.  
 
Student Work on School Closure and Transportation Cancellation Days: 
For elementary students - On days where transportation is cancelled and/or schools are closed, please visit our school website and click 
on the “Learn From Home” button. There you will find optional asynchronous learning resources.  
 
For secondary students – Students will be able to access online materials for their courses. If it is a culminating activity day, special 
arrangements will be made and communicated to students centrally.   

  

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/context
https://www.nsts.ca/
https://www.dsbn.org/inclementweather
https://portal.nsts.ca/Cancellations.aspx
https://dsbn.org/safearrival/
https://valleyway.dsbn.org/


RETURN TO IN-PERSON LEARNING 2021 | Special Edition 4 

 

 

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS 

We remind students to bundle up and dress appropriately for outdoor play this winter. Except in extreme cases, such as when 
Niagara Public Health issues Extreme Cold Weather Alert, gym classes, recess and lunch breaks will continue outdoors to provide 
our children a much-needed change of pace and scenery.  It is important students come dressed for the weather every day!  
Niagara Public Health will issue a cold weather alert when the temperatures are -15°C or when weather conditions are severe enough 
to warrant alerting the community to the risks involved with prolonged exposure to the outdoors, such as a blizzard or wind chill 
warning. Depending on the wind chill factor, outdoor breaks may be shortened as appropriate.  

Students are not kept in at recess due to illness as fresh air and exercise are essential to a healthy mind and body. If your child is well 
enough to be at school, we consider them well enough to be outside. If your child is properly dressed, they will be able to enjoy the 
colder weather and time outside. We feel very strongly that if the child is too ill to go out for recess, it would be in the child's best 
interest to remain home for the day. If you believe your child is an exceptional case, please contact Mrs. Worth to discuss the situation. 

SOCIAL WORKER SUPPORT 
 

Do you have questions about your child’s mental health and well-being, such as anxiety, behaviour or self-harm? 
Do you need support in accessing supports in the community? 

Do you need advice for setting goals to help with regular school attendance? 
Do you have any questions or looking for support regarding a certain aspect of parenting? 

 
If these are some questions that you have, please speak with your child’s teacher or Mrs. Worth.  Sue Bennett is a DSBN Social Worker 
that works with families in Niagara Falls schools, including Valley Way, to provide an additional layer of support to help our students 
and families achieve success.  She is an invaluable member of our Valley Way team and is looking forward to connecting with families. 

CONNECT WITH US! 

In our busy lives, events can sometimes be overlooked.  Technology allows us multiple ways to connect with families.  The following is 
a list of ways we use to connect with families to ensure all families are aware of the many events happening throughout the year.   

SCHOOL WEBSITE - http://valleyway.dsbn.org 
Please take some time to visit the Valley Way Public School website.  Our website includes current newsletters, school calendars, code 
of conduct, school council information, a school year calendar, classroom websites, and bell times.  Our website also includes the most 
recent Facebook posts and Tweets. 

SCHOOL MESSENGER 
Using the School Messenger program, all families will receive a phone call and email on Sunday afternoon (Monday’s on a long 
weekend) with reminders about events for the upcoming week.  If you are not receiving these phone calls and emails, please check 
your contact information with the office to ensure we have the most current information.  We have received many positive comments 
about this method of communication!  In order for School Messenger to be it’s most effective, it is imperative that we have up-to-date 
phone numbers and email addresses.  There is also a School Messenger App that you can download on your phone or device.  This app 
can also be used to report student absences as well as receive messages from the school.  Parents are encouraged to use this app as it is 
a quick and easy way to report a child’s absence. 

SOCIAL MEDIA (FACEBOOK AND TWITTER) 
Please follow us on these social media platforms to see updates on exciting events.  All posts and tweets will be updated on our school 
website as well.  You can find us on Facebook and Twitter at:  @ValleyWayDSBN 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
All newsletters will be posted to the school website and sent via School Messenger through email on the first school day of the new 
month. 

  

http://valleyway.dsbn.org/


RETURN TO IN-PERSON LEARNING 2021 | Special Edition 5 

 

 

VALENTINE’S DAY AND 100TH DAY OF SCHOOL – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

As Valentine’s Day is approaching and we will be back in person, we have been working on reimagining what Valentine’s Day will look like this year.  
We will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Thursday, February 11, 2021, which is also the 100th Day of School.  It is vital that we continue to follow all the 
protocols that are in place, even while celebrating Valentine’s Day.  For that reason, there will be some changes to how Valentine’s Day is celebrated 
at Valley Way this year. 

Students are invited to wear clothing to celebrate the day (red, pink, hearts) or students may choose to wear something to celebrate the 100th day of 
school. 
 
To ensure we continue to follow all of our health and safety protocols, we will not be able to share food brought into the school (this includes 
prepacked treats for classmates).  Please enjoy your Valentine treats at home with your family.  In order to reduce contacts, we are asking that you 
also refrain from sending in Valentine’s cards for your child’s classmates.    Individual classes may have their own classroom-based activities planned 
for the day, which will include a focus on friendship and kindness and showing our appreciation for our classmates in different ways. 
 
Your cooperation in ensuring the safety of all students is much appreciated. 

DON’T FORGET…FEBRUARY SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Just a reminder that our school year calendar remains unchanged and Friday February 12th will be a Professional Development Day 
where all staff will be engaged in valuable learning opportunities.  As well, we wish our school community an enjoyable Family Day 
Holiday on Monday February 15th!  

 


