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#IMATTERATDSBN   

As we enter the home stretch of the school year, many significant events will 
appear on your calendars, including graduation, track and field meets and end-
of-year field trips.  When schedules get busy, it becomes even more important 
for students to remain focused and stay the course with their learning goals. 
Now is a good time for students to review their goals and to finish the year 
strong.  It is also important to keep a close eye on calendars as they get very 
busy at this time of year. Remember our school website will have a list of all the 
events in case things get forgotten. Helping your child plan ahead and keep on 
top of all the events will help your child remain calm and organized. We are 
looking forward to a lot of fun and learning during the next two months of 
school. 

MOVING BEFORE SEPTEMBER? 

In order to assist us with making the best decisions possible with respect to class 
organization and student placements for Valley Way Public School for the 
2018/2019 school year, we would appreciate if you would let the office know if 
your family is planning to move in the next few months. Providing us with this 
information in the spring will also facilitate transportation arrangements for 
September. We thank you in advance for keeping us informed!  School and 
classroom organization begins shortly so sharing this information with us now is 
very helpful for our planning for next year! 
 

SAVE THE DATES FOR GRADUATION EVENTS 

Just a reminder that Grade 8 Graduation will be held in the evening of 
Wednesday, June 27.  We look forward to honouring the Valley Way class of 
2018 with the families of our graduates.   

Our Year 2 (Senior Kindergarten) students will also celebrate their graduation to 
Grade 1.  This celebration will be held in the morning of Monday, June 25. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Book Swap .................................... May 2 

Int. Badminton at Brock ................ May 3 

Track Day at Myer ......................... May 4 

Silver Birch Celebration ................. May 4 

Kindergarten Community Roots ... May 4 

Music Monday .............................. May 7  

Library Walk (4/5 and 5/6) ............. May 10 

Regional Track and Field Meet ...... May 10 

Welcome to Kindergarten Event ... May 10 

Popcorn Day ................................. May 11 

Pita Lunch Day .............................. May 17 

PA Day .......................................... May 18 

Victoria Day Holiday ..................... May 21 

EQAO Begins ................................ May 23 

DSBN Support Staff Day ............... May 23 

Lunch orders due .......................... May 24 

EQAO Finishes .............................. May 31 

  

PA DAY 
The school will be closed for a PD Day on 
Friday, May 18 and Victoria Day on 
Monday, May 21.  We wish everyone a 
safe and enjoyable Victoria Day weekend!

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
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During the month of April, Valley Way students were 
recognized for their work as a learner for their learning 
skills and/or academics, as an individual for their 
character traits, and as a community member for 
contributing to the school and/or classroom.  The 
following students were recognized: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY SPRING SCAVENGER HUNT 

The staff would like to present a challenge to our Valley Way families.  Now that the spring weather has arrived, we 
challenge our families to go outside and search for signs of spring.  When you see a sign of spring, such as a budding flower 
or leaves on a tree or a bird’s nest, post a picture on Twitter and tag @ValleyWayDSBN or email it to vwy@dsbn.org with 
the subject Family Challenge.  Let’s see celebrate signs of spring together!  

 

VALLEY WAY BOOK SWAP 

Thank you to all the families that started their spring cleaning by bringing in gently used books during the last week of 
April.  On May 2, the books will be set out in the gym in categories. Each class will visit during the school day to select new 
books to take home.  Only students who brought in books will be permitted to take books home.  This is an inexpensive 
and environmentally friendly way to bring new reading material into your home. Parents may visit between 8:45 and 9:15 
and  2:30 to 3:45 pm.  Thanks for your participation and let the reading begin! 

 

PETER PAN 

Congratulations to all of our students, staff and volunteers that helped to make Peter Pan a huge success!  It was 
wonderful to see our students demonstrate their skills in all areas of the arts: music, drama, dance and visual arts.  A 
special ‘thank you’ to Grace Gospel Church for supporting our school in so many ways during the performance! 

POPCORN DAY 
 
The Grade 8 students will be selling popcorn for $1.00 a bag during second break on Friday, May 11.  All proceeds will go 
towards graduation and their year end trip.  Thank you for supporting the Grade 8 students! 

 

STUDENT RECOGNITION 
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CLASS PLACEMENTS 2018-2019 

The staffing process for a new school year always continues through the remainder of the school year and often requires 
“fine tuning” during the first weeks of September.  The teachers assigned to each class and class organizations have not 
been finalized at this point.  When we organize classes, a great deal of consideration goes into the placement of students 
for the next year.  The staff takes into account the children’s needs in order to provide an appropriate academic and social 
environment.  Regarding class placement, if your child has any significant learning/education needs which you feel should 
be considered, please advise the office in writing, stating these factors no later than May 31.  All requests will be 
considered (but cannot be guaranteed), in conjunction with the above staff considerations, when making decisions about 
student placements. 

EQAO 

Students in Grade 3 and 6 will begin writing the provincial EQAO tests on May 23 and will write a portion of the assessment 
each day until May 31.  It is essential that students attend school during testing and arrive on time at the beginning of the 
day so that they are able to participate fully in the testing.  We encourage our students to try their best on the tests and to 
put great effort into showing what they know! 

DROP OFF AND PICK UP - PARKING 

If you must drive to drop off or pick up your child before or after school, please remember to respect our school neighbours 
and refrain from blocking driveways.  Also, please do not block the bus loading zone.  There is a great deal of parking at FH 
Leslie Park across the street from Valley Way and we have amazing crossing guards in front of the school that will ensure 
your child safely crosses the street.  Of course, now that the nice weather is here, walking is always the best option.  
With a little physical activity on the way to school, children are ready to learn when they arrive and you get a few 
minutes of time to be able to have a family conversation as you walk. 

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
 

With School Cash Online, you will be able to approve permission forms and make payments for items online. 
Understanding that we’re quickly becoming a cashless society, we know it can sometimes be a challenge to find exact 
change for items and then send it to school through your child’s backpack. Using School Cash Online, you’ll be able to use 
your debit, credit card or echeque to make quick and easy payments online. It will also allow you to track payments made 
and receive an invoice for your purchases. 

School Cash Online is a safe, reliable portal that will ensure the security of your information. The system is already active. 
You are able to gain access through the School Cash button which has been placed on our school website. We are asking 
that you click on the button and follow the simple instructions to register. Registration should take less than five minutes.  
If you registered last year, you do not need to register again!  

If you require some assistance registering for School Cash Online, please visit the office and we will be happy to help you 
get started. 
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FRENCH IMMERSION OPEN HOUSE 

Students currently in Senior Kindergarten who have accepted a French Immersion placement for September are invited to 

come to a French Immersion Open House with their family at Prince Philip Public School, 3112 Dorchester Rd., Niagara 

Falls, on May 15 from 6-7 pm.  This is an opportunity for students to visit the school where they will be attending next year, 

meet the school administration and staff and have any questions answered.  For more information please contact Janice 

Slade, principal of John Marshall School. 905-358-3711.  

WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN! 
 

On May 10, Valley Way will be welcoming our new Kindergarten students that are beginning school in September 2018.  All 
children that have registered for school will receive an invitation in the mail.  If you know of any children that turn four in 
2018 that have not registered for school, please encourage them to register at the office.   We are excited to welcome our 
new Vipers to Valley Way!! 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
 
With the warmer spring weather finally here and the later sunset, students are outside and perhaps staying up a bit later as 
well.  This can make it difficult to get up for school in the morning.  It is still very important that your child be at school and 
on time each day.  There are still many days of learning left in the school year! 
 
Remember these important tips: 

• Help your child get into the habit and learn the value of regular routines. 

• Teach your child that attending school is nonnegotiable unless they are truly sick. 

• Build relationships with other families and discuss how you can help each other out (e.g., drop off or pick up 
children, babysit, translation assistance) in times of need or emergencies. 

• Identify non-academic activities (drama, art, music, etc.) that can help motivate your child’s interest in school and 
learning and seek out the opportunities. 

 
If you require some assistance improving your child’s attendance, please contact your child’s teacher or the school office.  
This information is used with permission of Attendance Works. 
 

SILVER BIRCH AND RED MAPLE CELEBRATION 
Throughout the spring months, a number of students in Grade 5-8 have been participating in the Silver Birch and Red 
Maple book clubs.  To celebrate their reading achievements, these avid readers will be attending the Silver Birch/Red 
Maple Celebration on May 5 at the Scotiabank Centre. We know they will have an amazing time as they participate in a 
variety of literacy activities with the authors of the books. 

TRACK AND FIELD UPDATES – PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGES TO THE ORGANIZATION 
We are excited that we will be holding our track events on the newly installed running track at AN Myer.  Students 
interested in participating in the track (running) events will be bussed to AN Myer on May 4.  All field events (long and 
triple jump, shot put, high jump) will take place during gym classes at Valley Way.  All track and field events are open to 
students in Grade 3 to Grade 8.  Students that qualify will move on to the regional meet that will be held on Thursday, May 
10 at Welland Centennial Secondary School. 
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INTERMEDIATE BADMINTON 
Our Intermediate Badminton team has been working hard in developing their skills over the past couple of weeks.  They 
competed in a tournament on April 27 at AN Myer and will compete again on May 3 at Brock University.   You have 
represented Valley Way with pride! 

DRESS CODE 
When the warm weather arrives, students are expected to dress appropriately for a school setting.  Dress which is 
suggestive, offensive, shows undergarments or otherwise inappropriate is, of course, unacceptable. This dress code 
applies to all school related activities, from regular classroom days, field trips, and sporting events. 

DSBN SUMMER PROGRAMS 

There are  summer programs available for current Grade 7 and 8 students available in our area.  They include Gr.8 in 8, High 
School Head Start, and Reach Ahead credits.  Please visit the DSBN Summer Programs website for more information or 
speak to the office for further information.   

www.dsbn.org/summerprograms 
 

DSBN SUMMER HEAT 

We are pleased to offer SUMMER HEAT, a primary Summer Learning Program, again this year. The program will run from 
Monday, July 9th to Friday, July 27th for students entering JK to grade 4 in the fall of 2018. Kindergarten Kick Start is for 
students entering Year 1 and Year 2 Kindergarten in the fall, while Funshine Kids is for students entering grades 1, 2, 3 and 
4. 
 
 

SCHOOL VANDALISM 

Now that the warm weather has arrived, we seek your cooperation in reducing school vandalism. Should you observe 
unusual activity at our school, please call in confidence either of the following emergency numbers:  
905.682.8065  or  905.563.1293. 
 
We appreciate your assistance with this matter. As you can imagine graffiti and other damage is very costly to 
remove/repair, not to mention how unsightly it can be. 
 

DSBN EFLYERS 

Many community events and activities are posted on the DSBN eFlyers website.  I encourage you to take a look, on 
occasion, to  ensure you do not miss any community events that might be of interest to you or your family.  To view the 
eFlyers, please follow the simple  instructions: 

1. Log onto our website:   www.dsbn.org 
2. Click on  "Community" tab 
3. Click on "eFlyer Service" 

STAY INFORMED AND CONNECTED – TWITTER, FACEBOOK, REMIND, WEBSITE 
Please take some time to visit the Valley Way Public School website.  Our websites includes current newsletters, school 
calendars, code of conduct, school council information, a school year calendar, classroom websites, and bell times.  You 
can find our website and Twitter account at: 

http://valleyway.dsbn.org  @ValleyWayDSBN 
In our busy lives, events can sometimes be overlooked.  Sign up for the free Remind App and receive text or email 
reminders about school events.  To sign up, text @73836 to the number (289) 806-1173 or download the Remind App and 
register with class code 73836. 

www.dsbn.org/summerprograms
http://www.dsbn.org/
http://valleyway.dsbn.org/

