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#IMATTERATDSBN   

The next time you are at Valley Way, please take a few minutes look through 
our ‘Lost and Found’ items.  We are hoping to have all of the lost and found 
items cleared out prior to the winter break. 

There are a number of events that will be happening throughout the month 
of December, so please keep the school calendar handy to ensure you don’t 
miss out on any of the spirit days or festivities. 

There are many ways to keep up-to-date with newsletters, the school website 
(www.valleyway.dsbn.org), Twitter (@ValleyWayDSBN), Facebook and by 
subscribing to the Remind app.  If you have any questions about accessing 
any of these platforms, please contact the school office.  

On behalf of the staff at Valley Way, we wish everyone a joyous, healthy and 
happy holiday season! 
 

TURKEY DINNER 
We are excited to be able to offer a turkey dinner to our entire student body 
again this year!  Our turkeys were donated by the Murphy and Bouchard 
family, Food Basics, and Delta Water Fowl Niagara.  We have several 
parents and volunteers that are supporting and organizing the event, that 
make it possible.  Please check the calendar for which dates your child will 
be receiving their turkey dinner during second nutrition break. 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVENT – DECEMBER 12 
The Valley Way staff would like to invite families to join us on Thursday, 
December 12 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm to participate in some holiday fun!  
Make some crafts, sing some songs, and enjoy some hot chocolate as a 
family as we celebrate the season together!  Mrs. Mihelic will be taking 
family photos and for $5.00 you will receive a beautiful 8x10 family portrait. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Grade 3 Swim to Survive ............... Dec. 4 

Popcorn Sales ............................... Dec. 6 

Cookie Dough Pick-Up .................. Dec. 10 

Hot Chocolate Sales  ..................... Dec. 11 

Red and Green Day ....................... Dec. 12 

Santa’s Workshop ......................... Dec. 12 

Family Christmas Event ................ Dec. 12 

Holiday Sweater Day .................... Dec. 13 

Turkey Dinner - Kindergarten ....... Dec. 16 

Turkey Dinner – Gr. 1-Gr. 4 ............ Dec. 17 

Hot Chocolate Sales ...................... Dec. 18 

Kindergarten Xmas Concert .......... Dec. 18 

Turkey Dinner – Gr. 5-8 ................. Dec. 19 

Assembly ...................................... Dec. 20 

Pajama Day .................................. Dec. 20 

Last Day before winter break ........ Dec. 20 

School Resumes............................ Jan. 6 

WINTER BREAK 
Winter Break is from Dec. 23 to Jan.3.  We 
will look forward to seeing our families on 
January 6, 2020 after a restful break!

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 

mailto:vwy@dsbn.org
mailto:valleyway@dsbn.org
http://www.valleyway.dsbn.org/
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During the month of November, Valley Way students 
were recognized for their work as a learner for their 
learning skills and/or academics, as an individual for their 
character traits, and as a community member for 
contributing to the school and/or classroom.  The 
following students were recognized: 

 

 

 

 

DREAMBOX LEARNING 

DreamBox Learning Math is an online 
program with educational games that 
are individualized for your child, 
adapting the curriculum just for them. 
It’s a fun, effective math learning 
environment. Unlike other math 
games that often sacrifice learning for 
entertainment, DreamBox delivers a 
rich, tailored learning experience.  All 
of our students have access to a 
DreamBox account.   Please contact 
your child’s teacher for further 
information.   

 

 

SANTA’S WORKSHOP 
Ho Ho Ho…Christmas time is almost here and Valley Way Parent Council is busy 
preparing our Santa’s Workshop for the students in Kindergarten to Grade 
Three.  On Thursday, December 12th, students will be able to visit our workshop 
and choose from a selection of gifts for their family members.  The students will 
also have the chance to visit with Santa himself and enjoy a cookie snack after 
they have finished their shopping.  This special event has become something 
both the students and volunteers look forward to and we are so happy to be 
able to offer it again this holiday season.  The price per gift is $2.00 and all gifts 
will be wrapped and tagged by parent council volunteers and sent home with 
your child that day.  Each child loves the opportunity to shop for their family 
and surprise them with the gifts that they have chosen.  The order form was 
sent home and is due back, with payment by Wednesday, December 4.

SOCIAL WORKER SUPPORT 
 

Do you have questions about your child’s mental health and well-being, such as anxiety, behaviour or self-harm? 
Do you need support in accessing supports in the community? 

Do you need advice for setting goals to help with regular school attendance? 
Do you have any questions or looking for support regarding a certain aspect of parenting? 

 
If these are some questions that you have, please speak with your child’s teacher or Mrs. Worth.  Sue Bennett is a DSBN 
Social Worker that works with families in Niagara Falls schools, including Valley Way, to provide an additional layer of 
support to help our students and families achieve success.  She is an invaluable member of our Valley Way team and is 
looking forward to connecting with families. 

FOOD DRIVE 
Valley Way is giving back to the community during the holiday season and collecting food for Project Share.  Thank you to 
all the families that supported our food drive by donating non-perishable food items.  We collected more than three bins of 
food and toys as well!   

STUDENT RECOGNITION 
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HOUR OF CODE – DECEMBER 6 
Coding calls for problem-solving, creativity and communication. By nurturing these skills, our students will grow to be 
more confident and competent.   During the week of Dec. 2, all Valley Way students will be participating in the “Hour of 
Code”.  Students will be presented with challenges based on Minecraft, Star Wards, Angry Birds and Anna and Elsa from 
Frozen. 

MINECRAFT FOR LEARNING IN GRADE 5/6 – WRITTEN BY MR. CRAWFORD’S CLASS 
It’s an exciting time for the grade 5/6 students. If you found yourself walking down the hall of Valley Way Public school past 
the computer lab, you may hear a hubbub of glee as students are playing and exploring. Peeking through the door may 
reveal the grade 5/6 class digging holes and building piles of gold in the Minecraft world. Don’t worry they’re not merely 
playing all day--they’re problem solving! 

During the month of November, the grade 5/6 class have been trying to convince the skeptics that Minecraft can be used 
to learn Math --particularly, geometry. According to some students, the Minecraft gaming platform lends itself to learning 
in geometry because you can have many resources to build and explore 3D shapes. Additionally, students have discovered 
that dissecting shapes has never been easier because you can break blocks without the fuss of cleaning up the mess you 
would have when you use blocks or other tools in the physical world. 

Kai, a grade 6 student, used his writing periods to create a slideshow to convince skeptics that Minecraft can be used for 
math. Kai admits that he has trouble using physical manipulatives in the real world and Minecraft “helps him visualize 3D 
shapes from different angles”. Isaiah, a grade 6 student, agrees with Kai and adds that Minecraft is beneficial for learning 
Math because you can build quick representation of grids used for coordinates and large structures with hundreds of blocks 
in mere minutes. Upon further research, Hunter, grade 5, discovered that many experts have written about the benefits of 
Minecraft for learning and through play discovered that Minecraft has some limitations when creating shapes that forces 
students to problem-solve and be creative. Mina, Grade 6, agreed with Hunter and added that Minecraft also allows 
students to collaborate in a digital environment that has fewer distractions and allows students to problem solve together 
in Math.  

A skeptic might argue that the students may easily become distracted because of their prior experience of using Minecraft 
predominantly to play but the grade 5/6 class may eventually convince them that learning to use digital devices 
purposefully to solve problems while resisting the temptation of going off task is becoming increasingly more important in 
a world where we are constantly interrupted by digital distractions. Although the grade 5/6 class enjoys discovering 
through play in Minecraft, they are not ready to throw their linking cubes and traditional tools out yet as they learned that 
Minecraft is just one of many ways they can communicate their thinking in geometry.   

HOT CHOCOLATE/POPCORN SALES 
The Intermediate students will be selling hot chocolate on Wednesday December 11 and Wednesday, December 18 and 
popcorn will be available on Friday, December 6.  All proceeds will be used to help with their graduation celebration and 
their end of the year trip.  The cost will be $1.00.   

WINTER CLOTHING 

Thank you to the families that donated their gently used winter coats and snow pants.  As the cold winter weather is 
approaching, it is important that students are dressed to be outside.  If you need a winter coat or snow pants, please 
contact the school office by phone or email (vwy@dsbn.org) to inquire about the sizes we have available. 

 

CUSTODY ORDERS 
Please inform the school if there are special custody orders for your child.  Any relevant custody orders MUST be kept on 
file at the office.  Please ensure that the school always has the most recent custody orders for your child(ren) . 

mailto:vwy@dsbn.org
mailto:vwy@dsbn.org
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 
 
There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation 
cancellations or school closures. At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the 
decision of whether or not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian.  
  
Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools remain 
open, or if your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call your child’s school to inform them of your child’s 
absence. 
  
A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the 
school year. Please let the school know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be followed 
throughout the school year.  
 
Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available through the 
following channels:  
  
Websites and Subscription Features 
www.dsbn.org  DSBN Facebook or Twitter  www.nsts.ca NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts  
  
Phone:  
Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant  
  

Radio Stations:  

CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines  CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Catharines  CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines 

CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie WAVE (94.7 FM) Hamilton K-LITE-FM (102.9 FM) Hamilton 

CKOC (1150 AM) Hamilton  CHML (900 AM) Hamilton  Y-108(107.9) Hamilton  

CHAM (820 AM) Hamilton  GIANT FM (91.7 FM) Welland   

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 
With School Cash Online, you will be able to approve permission forms and make payments for items online. 
Understanding that we’re quickly becoming a cashless society, we know it can sometimes be a challenge to find exact 
change for items and then send it to school through your child’s backpack. Using School Cash Online, you’ll be able to use 
your debit, credit card or echeque to make quick and easy payments online. It will also allow you to track payments made 
and receive an invoice for your purchases. 

School Cash Online is a safe, reliable portal that will ensure the security of your information. The system is already active. 
You are able to gain access through the School Cash button which has been placed on our school website. We are asking 
that you click on the button and follow the simple instructions to register. Registration should take less than five minutes.  
If you registered last year, you do not need to register again!  

If you require some assistance registering for School Cash Online, please visit the office and we will be happy to help you 
get started. 
 

http://www.dsbn.org/
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IS THE DSBN ACADEMY A GOOD FIT FOR YOUR CHILD? 

The DSBN Academy is a Grade 6 to Grade 12 public school designed to support and empower students to be the first in 

their family to graduate from college or university. 

The faculty and student body are committed to excellence and the belief that, with hard work, they can achieve their 

dreams. Come learn how our unique program prepares students to succeed at college and university and how your child 

can benefit from the opportunities offered at DSBN Academy.  

Admission Requirements 

DSBN Academy recruits and enrolls students from all 12 municipalities within the Niagara Region. Eligible applicants must 

meet the following requirements, both at the time of application as well as at enrollment: 

• Student must be entering Grades 6, 7 or 8 in September.  

• Student would be the first in their family to graduate from a college or university program. If a sibling of the 

student has attended a post-secondary institution but the parent(s)/guardian(s) have not, the student is still 

considered a First Generation Student. 

• Student must be achieving current grade level expectations or just below.  

• Student has demonstrated the potential for achieving "good" or "excellent" learning skills, particularly initiative, 

independent work and responsibility.  

• Student must be willing to attend a school location that may be out of his/her community. 

• Student understands that there is a mandatory after-school program which includes enrichment opportunities and 

academic supports. 

• Families must understand that it is a single track pathway beginning in grade 9 (Academic Level Only).  

• Families understand that there is a parent engagement requirement of 15 hours each year. 

• Applicants must submit a completed application to their current school by February 9, 2018. 

There is an Open House at the DSBN Academy in St. Catharines on Monday, January 20 between 6:00 

and 7:30 pm. 

 
For more information about French Immersion in the District School Board of Niagara visit www.dsbn.org/fi or speak 
to your school principal.   

 
A Parent Information evening will be held on January 8th at name Prince Philip Public School from 6-7 pm. 

HEAD LICE 
 
Head lice continues to be an ongoing issue, especially in school-aged children. Anyone can get head lice.  It has nothing to 
do with whether you have clean or dirty hair, or the cleanliness of your home.  Head lice will continue to spread at school 
and during after school activities causing a frustrating problem, unless we have every family's co-operation to get rid of 
them completely.  To combat this problem, we need your help. Please check your child's head once a week. 
 
For more detailed information contact Niagara Region Public Health at 1-888-505-6074 Ext 7371 or your School Nurse at 
905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 Ext 7379. 

https://dsbn-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kristina_worth_dsbn_org/Documents/Parents/Newsletters%20and%20Parent%20Letters/December/Newsletter/www.dsbn.org/fi


DECEMBER 2019 | Issue 4 6 

 

 

COOKIE DOUGH ORDERS! 

Thank you for your amazing support of our cookie dough fundraiser!  This contuse to be a very successful fundraiser for our 
students, and we look forward to purchasing recess equipment with the funds we raised.  This year we sold over $12,000 in 
cookie dough, earning the school approximately $4,000.  What an amazing job everyone did!  Please note that cookie 
dough will be available for pick-up on December 10 between 2:30 and 5:00 pm.  All cookie dough must be picked up 
between these times as we do not have adequate storage facilities for the cookie dough. 
 

KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE – SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
 

STUDENT MEDICATION AND MEDICAL CONCERNS 

Any prescription medication that is to be administrated to students at school must have an authorization form completed 
by a physician. Forms are available at the office. Medications of any kind must NOT be left in students' backpacks. 

If your child requires any medication, please send the medication to the office.  We cannot administer medication without 
an authorized form completed by a physician. Any medical conditions or concerns MUST be brought to the attention of 
the principal or office. 

A form entitled "Plan of Care" needs to be completed for children with highly allergic anaphylactic reactions, asthma, 
epilepsy, and diabetes. Please contact the office to complete the form.
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CONNECT WITH US! 

In our busy lives, events can sometimes be overlooked.  Technology allows us multiple ways to connect with families.  The following is 
a list of ways we use to connect with families to ensure all families are aware of the many events happening throughout the year.   

SCHOOL WEBSITE - http://valleyway.dsbn.org  Please take some time to visit the Valley Way Public School website.  Our website 

includes current newsletters, school calendars, code of conduct, school council information, a school year calendar, classroom 
websites, and bell times.  Our website also includes the most recent Facebook posts and Tweets. 

SCHOOL MESSENGER:  Using the School Messenger program, all families will receive a phone call and email on Sunday afternoon 

(Monday’s on a long weekend) with reminders about events for the upcoming week.  If you are not receiving these phone calls and 
emails, please check your contact information with the office to ensure we have the most current information.  We have received many 
positive comments about this method of communication! 

FACEBOOK AND TWITTER:  Please follow us on these social media platforms to see updates on exciting events.  All posts and tweets 

will be updated on our school website as well. 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:  All newsletters will be posted to the school website and sent via School Messenger through email on the 

first school day of the new month.  

SCHOOL SIGN:  We will continue to post important dates on the school sign in front of the school.  Please note that due to space 

limitations we cannot fit all school events on the sign. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS – WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Last month, we highlighted facts about chronic absence.  Here are some 
things you can do to support regular attendance at school. 

• Set a regular bed time and morning routine.  

• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 

• Don’t let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in mind 
complaints of a stomach ache or headache can be a sign of anxiety 
and not a reason to stay home. 

• If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, 
principal, or other parents for advice on how to make her feel 
comfortable and excited about learning. 

• Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. 
Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent. 

• Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in 
session. 

 
If you require some assistance improving your child’s attendance, please 
contact your child’s teacher or the school office. 

  

http://valleyway.dsbn.org/
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WINTER IS ALMOST HERE! 

With the cold and wet weather upon us, we have a few reminders for comfortable and safe outdoor play during the winter 
months: 

1. Bring appropriate outdoor clothing to school daily (hat, mitts, jacket, snow pants, and boots). 

2. Have dry indoor shoes stored in lockers and keep an extra outfit at school too (in case shirt and pants get wet outside). 

3. Weather conditions will dictate the use of the play structure. 

4. Students are not permitted to throw snow or slide on ice patches.  Students who disobey these rules will be sent indoors 
to the office. 

Our 2 outdoor fitness breaks will occur regularly throughout the winter except in when an extreme cold weather alert is 
issued by the Niagara Region.  For this reason, it is essential that students come prepared for the weather! We appreciate 
your efforts!  

 

GRADE 1 FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION SESSION 
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MR. H’S ARTISAN CARD CONTEST 

 


